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To know the Company You meet; 
And ſure there may be ſecret Danger, 
In talking much before a Stranger. 
A What then? Then drink your Ale: 


Il pledge You, and repeat my Tale. 


No Matter where the Scene is fixt: 
The Perſons were but odly mixt; 
When Sober Da Mo thus began: 
(And Damon is a clever Man) 
I now grow Old; but Rill, from Youth, 
Have held for Modeſty and Truth: 


441 


The Men who by theſe Sea-marks beer, 1 
In Life's great Voyage never Err: A 
Upon this Point I dare def; 

The World: I pauſe for a Reply, 


Six, Either is a good Aſſi Fant : 
Said One who fat a little diſtant : 
Truth decks our Speeches and our Books; 
And Modeſty adoms our Looks: 7 Fi FE 8 9 
But farther Progreſs We muſt take, 
Not only born to Look and Speak: 
The Man muſt Act. The RT ASLALT bay 


a 


Says thus, and ſays exttemety right: $99 7 
Strict Juſtice i 18 the Sov raign Guide, © _ | 4 | K | 
That o'er our Action ſhou'd pede: He] 


This Queen of Virtues is confelt, ; 5 «8 
To regulate and bind the reſt. 
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Thrice Happy, if Lou once can find Abd . 
Her equal Balance poize your . * 5 
All different Graces ſoon will enter, 5 
Like Lines concurrent to their Center, n __ 8 

4 1 | Wit, 4; "1977 


*Twas hiv in ſhort, theſs Two went on, - bat.) 
With Yea and Nay, and Pro and Con, Eon hy 1 
Thro many Points divinely dark,” © 88 
And WATERLAND aſſaulting CLARK; 


Till 


5 


Till, in Theology half to; | 


Damon took up — Poſts / 


Confounded SAT, | compbsd+the: — _ | 


And deep in Politics hald forth. 


Methinks We re in the like Condition, 
As at the TRAEATY of PARTITION: 


Begat another Tedious War: 


Ne'er much approvid That Myſtic League. 
In the vile UT RECHT TREAT x too, 

Poor Man, He found enough to do: 
Sometimes to Me He did apply; 

But down - right Nunſtable was J, 

And told Him, where They were miſtaken 3 
And counſell'd Him to ſave his Bacon: 

But ( paſs His Politics and Proſe) 

I never herded with his Fos; 
Nay, in his Verſes, as a Friend, 

I ſtill found Something to: com nd: | 
Sir, I excusd his Nu'T-3xown MAD; 
Whate'er ſeverer Critics ſaid: 

Too far, I own, the:'Girl:was try d: 

The Women All were an my Side. 


B 


That Stroke, for All King W ILL b cue, : 


Mis vir; wh hives een 


For 


[6] 


For ALMa I return'd Him Thanks: HT ni HT" 
I lik d Her with her little Pranks: 7's 00} YOM 2 Ci 
Indeed poor SoLoMON in 'Rhime (ln 
— much too grave to be Sublime. q bn. 


pix pA and Damon ſcorn Tranſition: [19M 
So on He ran a new Diviſion ; | T 
Till out of Breath he turn'd to ſpit : | 
(Chance often helps Us more thai Wit) 
T other that lucky Moment took, 
Joſt nick d the Time, broke i in, and ſpoke. 


Of all the Gifts the Gods afford, 

(If we may take old TuLLy's Word) 
/ The greateſt is a Friend; whoſe Love 

Knows how to praiſe, and when reprove: 

From ſuch a Treaſure never part, 

But hang the Jewel on your Heart: 

And, pray, Sir (it delights Me) tell; 

You know this Author mighty well—— 
Know Him! d'ye queſtion it? Ods-fiſn! 
Sir, does a Beggar know his Diſh? 
I lov'd Him, as I told Vou, I 
Advis d Him Here a Stander- by 
Twitch'd Damon gently by the Cloak, 
And thus unwilling Silence broke: 


Th] 


Daiion, * tis Time We ſhou'd retire: | 
The Man You talk with is MAr. PRIOxk. 


Par RON chte Life and from Thy Birth my Ftiend, 
Donxs zx, to Thee this Fable let Me ſend: 

With Damon's Lightneſs weigh Thy ſolid Worth; 
The Foil is known to ſet the Diamond forth: 

Let the feign d Tale this real Moral give, 

How many Damons, how few Doxs8Ts Live. 
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